


incident hot zone. The equipment on the RIT tarp
should be off-limits to suppression crews operating
at the incident.

PREPARATION IS KEY

Preparing for a RIT operation should be performed
with just as much care and consideration as advanc-
ing a handline to the seat of the fire. Take time to
review and practice the steps needed to effectively
develop a RIT tool staging area to support fire-
ground operations. @

Captain Homer Robertson has been involved in the fire service since
1978, starting as a volunteer with the Granbury (Texas) Fire Department,
of which he is a life member. He has served the Fort Worth Fire
Department since 1985 and is currently in charge of the fire equipment
division, which includes the apparatus fleet.

Consider purchasing a tarp on which you stencil the names of the tools needed for a RIT
operation. This can help in the set-up of the staging area. TIP: RIT tools on the tarp should
be off-limits for suppression operations.

DRILL 1: DRILL 2:

Location: Apparatus bay floor. Location: Apparatus bay floor.

Equipment: Your department RIT bag. Note: Equipment: Fully loaded fire apparatus and associated RIT
Each department’s RIT bag will hold different equipment.

Sedfpieinit, St e el irss e aes, Step 1: Select several photos from past issues of

Step 1: Remove the emergency air supply and FireRescue or photos of structures in your response area.
review the procedure for supplying air to a downed Use the photos as examples of the types of scenarios and
firefighter. buildings the RIT team should be prepared for.

Step 2: Review the use of search ropes and how Step 2: Using equipment from the apparatus, have the
they would be used during RIT operations. Ask each fire crew lay out the needed equipment based on the
member to demonstrate creating an anchor point photo you have chosen.

st sl (s Step 3: Review with the crew all the tools and where

Step 3: Ask each member to demonstrate how to they would be used during a RIT deployment operation.
use a pair of vise grips to prevent an overhead door Repeat the process for other photos.
from falling.

Note: This drill will also let you evaluate how well
members know where equipment is stored on the
apparatus.
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