


the engine is throttled up to maximum rpm. At high
speed, the entire load of water could be off-loaded in
approximately 1 minute. The water is discharged down
the chute, just like cement.

If you're going to use a cement truck to haul water,
youre going to need a portable tank into which the
water can be off-loaded and from which an engine
can draft.

One consideration with these trucks: Even though
they're designed to be used at construction sites, they
don' like to go off-road, so you'll need a fairly good
access route. In other words, stick to the same type of
route your engine would use.

Once at the dump site, the tank that will be receiving
the water must be within 22 feet of the rear of the truck
or within 13 feet of the side of the truck to off-load.

During a major firefighting operation, cement trucks
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can be a very valuable tool for hauling water. With a
little bit of preplanning and some familiarization train-
ing, this vehicle can be another tool to place in your

tool box. €&

Jeff Riechmann is a retired Kern County (Calif.) firefighter and Air Force
Reserve deputy fire chief. He is currently the lead fire science instructor
at Antelope Valley Medical College in Lancaster, Calif., and he can be
reached at JeffAUMC@yahoo.com.

FAR LEFT: All cement trucks have
a 125-gallon water tank mounted
to them for the purpose of hosing
down the truck prior to returning
to public roads after delivering
their load.

LEFT: At high speed, the entire
load of water could be off-loaded
in approximately 1 minute. The
water is discharged down the
chute, just like cement.

New USFA Web page focuses on challenges of the rural & volunteer fire service

here are fundamental differences in

the nature of the rural fire problem
compared to the U.S. fire problem as a
whole. Additionally, the volunteer rural
fire service has unique challenges not
faced by their counterparts, such as large,
minimally populated areas to provide pro-
tection and service, often no guarantee of
staffing levels, water supply challenges,
lack of population to provide a revenue
or tax base to support service, etc.

What are the major the challenges you
as a rural volunteer fire department are
facing?

¢ Funding?

* Retention of your current volunteer

firefighters and support staff?

* Recruitment of new members for

both active firefighting and support?
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¢ Training?

* Fire prevention and public education?

And have you developed any innovative
ways on how to overcome them?

To support you, the U.S. Fire Admin-
istration has developed a dedicated
Web page on Rural and Volunteer Fire
Department Resources: www.usfa.dhs.
gov/fireservice/subjects/rural/index.shtm

This page focuses on the numer-
ous resources developed to deal with
the unique fire challenges faced by fire
departments operating in rural com-
munities. It provides statistics and fire
reports dealing with rural fires; public
fire education and prevention programs
targeted at the rural fire problem and
community; critical firefighter health
and safety issues impacting rural and

volunteer firefighters; and National Fire
Academy training opportunities focus-
ing on the rural and volunteer fire service
that include a wildland firefighting skills
crosswalk for structural firefighters.

In addition, the USFA is currently
working with the National Volunteer
Fire Council (NVFC) on a revision to
the Health and Wellness Guide for the
Volunteer Fire and Emergency Services
that will provide the most up to date
information in this area. Look for this
document in the near future.

Other resources include the NVEC,
www.nvfc.org, and the International
Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) Vol-
unteer & Combination Officers Section
(VCOS), www.vcos.org.
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